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According to the Humane Society of the United States, two thirds of Americans have a pet. In
the past, our emergency planning focused on saving people and then their property. The
Katrina experience during showed that policy was out of date.
Many Americans would not leave – even with flood waters rising – unless their pets came along.
For us to be able to realistically evacuate everyone, we need to update plans to include pets.
Without them, many people will not leave floods, fires or other emergencies.

  

  

This week, the House passed H.R. 3858, the Pet Evacuation and Transportation Standards
(PETS) Act. The PETS Act will require FEMA to ensure that local and state emergency
preparedness authorities address the needs of pets in their evacuation plans. Given the lessons
of recent emergencies, this reform will make planning for disasters more realistic and complete.
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     Kimberly and our dog Sophie at the Lake Forest Dog Days  
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